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they being, respectively,   her  grandson  and   nephew*
Kripa was appointed Parikshit's guardian and Yuyutsu
was appointed minister.   Yudhishthira's parting advice
to Subhadra was to " preserve in the path of Dharma
or righteousness/' a watchword of the great Epic.   The
Pandavas having sacrificed to the fire for .the last time
threw it into the Ganges and, followed by their wife
Draupadl, started towards the north-east.    They crossed
the Himalayas, proceeded beyond the great desert and
went onwards till at last one by one they fell down dead.
Parikshit, it has  already appeared, was born about
two or three months after the Mahabharata war was over
and was,  by the dispositions made  by the Pandavas,
evidently a minor at this time, probably not more than
16 years of age.    How many years Parikshit ruled it
does not appear; probably the supreme sovereignty of
India was enjoyed by him, though  his  rule was  un-
doubtedly weak.    For the people called the Nagas re-
belled against him.    The story of Parikshit's death as
related in the  Mahabharata may be  thus  simplified.
Takshaka, who was a leader of the Nagas, was the here-
ditary   enemy   of   Parikshit.    The   Nagas   had   been
destroyed in the  Khandava forest by Arjuna and Tak-
shaka was one of those who escaped from the confla-
gration.   Takshaka probably founded a small kingdom
in Takshashila,' which was named after the Takshaka
people.    He appears to have fought against the Pan-
davas in the great war and aided Kama, for Kama is
said in the Mahabharata to have used Takshaka as an,
arrow against Arjuna unsuccessfully.    Having missed
his aim Karna refused to use Takshaka again.   Failing